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Donna J. Brogan, Ph.D.
Emerita Professor

Department of Biostatistics and Bioinformatics
Rollins School of Public Health

Donna J. Brogan received her Ph.D. in statistics from Iowa State University and was a faculty member for four years in the Biostatistics Department at University of North Carolina School of Public Health in Chapel Hill. In 1971 she joined the Statistics and Biometry Department in the School of Medicine at Emory, the department’s first female faculty member. During her 33 years at Emory until her retirement in 2004 she made major contributions to Emory, becoming only the fourth woman to be promoted to full professor in the history of the School of Medicine.  She served as the first female chair of the Biostatistics Department and, for several years, was the only female full professor in the RSPH.  Dr. Brogan’s statistical specialty is design and analysis of complex sample surveys. She has designed, implemented and analyzed many challenging sample surveys and, since 1990, has taught over 90 continuing education workshops throughout the country on sample survey design and analysis.  She has wide experience as a collaborative biostatistician and has over 140 publications, both applied and methodological. Dr. Brogan has received many awards and honors, including Fellow of the American Statistical Association (ASA), the Elizabeth Scott Award (1996) from the ASA (for significant contributions to the recruitment and advancement of women in statistics), the Thomas Jefferson Award from Emory, and distinguished alumna awards from Gettysburg College (1994), Purdue University (1996) and Iowa State University (2004).  Dr. Brogan is currently Professor Emerita of Biostatistics at Emory University.
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Michael H. Kutner, Ph.D.

Rollins Professor and Chair

Department of Biostatistics and Bioinformatics
Donna J. Brogan Lecturer


Nan M. Laird, Ph.D.


Professor, Department of Biostatistics
Harvard School of Public Health 
(Reception immediately following the lecture)

This lecture honors Donna J. Brogan, an outstanding former faculty member from the Department of Biostatistics in the Rollins School of Public Health (RSPH) and is made possible in large part by the generous support of Donna’s family, friends and colleagues.

Dr. Nan Laird
Dr. Nan Laird received her B.S. degree in Statistics from the University of Georgia in 1969 and her Ph.D. in Statistics from Harvard University in 1975.  She joined the Department of Biostatistics at Harvard University as an Assistant Professor in 1975 and was promoted to Professor of Biostatistics in 1986.  From 1990 through 1999 Dr. Laird was the Henry Pickering Walcott Professor and Chair of the Department of Biostatistics at Harvard University School of Public Health. She is also an associate member of the Broad Institute.  Dr. Laird is a Fellow of the American Statistical Association (1983), Fellow of the American Association for the Advancement of Science (1991) and Fellow of the Institute of Mathematical Statistics (1993).  In 2001, she was the recipient of the F.N. David Award from the Committee of Presidents of Statistical Societies and the Caucus for Women in Statistics of ASA.  Dr. Laird serves as a member of the EPA Scientific Advisory Board (1998-present) and as an NIH Special Study Section reviewer (1997-present).

Dr. Laird has made important substantive methodologic contributions in several areas including statistical genetics, longitudinal studies, missing and incomplete data and analysis of multiple informant data. She is the co-author of Applied Longitudinal Analysis (2004), John Wiley & Sons, and is internationally known for the development of the EM algorithm (Dempster, AP, Laird, NM, Rubin, DB. Maximum Likelihood for Incomplete Data via EM Algorithm”) that has over 7000 citations.    She has worked extensively in the Analysis of Family Based Studies in Genetics and currently collaborates on genetic studies in Bipolar Disorder, Asthma and Lung Disease.      






