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Donna J. Brogan, Ph.D.
Emerita Professor

Department of Biostatistics and Bioinformatics
Rollins School of Public Health

Donna J. Brogan received her Ph.D. in statistics from Iowa State University and was Assistant Professor of Biostatistics at UNC School of Public Health before joining Emory in 1971 as the first female faculty member in its Statistics/Biometry Department, later becoming only the fourth female full professor in its School of Medicine. In the Rollins School of Public Health, she was its first female full professor and its first female chair of the Department of Biostatistics. Dr. Brogan’s research interests, reflected in her 150 publications, include design and analysis of complex sample surveys and collaboration with health scientists.  

Dr. Brogan’s  honors include fellow of the American Statistical Association (ASA), Emory University’s Thomas Jefferson Award, three distinguished alumni awards [Gettysburg College (BA), Purdue (MS), Iowa State (Ph.D.)], and the ASA’s Elizabeth Scott Award for significant contributions to the advancement of women within the statistics discipline. Dr. Brogan’s leadership talent in academic and government realms was applied to selected activism. Based on her experience in a male dominated discipline, she founded the Caucus for Women in Statistics in 1971. Dr. Brogan’s experience as a breast cancer researcher and patient motivated her to help found the U.S. breast cancer advocacy movement in the 1990’s.

Since her retirement in 2004, Professor Emerita Brogan continues to advise government agencies on design and analysis of complex sample surveys and teach continuing education courses on this topic.  She is an avid participant in challenge level square dancing, a complicated activity that uses concepts from mathematics and geometry.
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Robert M. Groves, Ph.D.

Director, United States Census Bureau
The social sciences have imported some notions of quality from other scientific fields that involve direct measurement.  Quality in research findings often is determined through peer review processes and theoretical generalizability.  An ongoing dialectic within fields powers advances in knowledge in the field.

Government statistics have their origins in monitoring the state of a people.  In democracies, government statistics are key tools for an informed citizenry to evaluate their government.  The quality framework for government statistical information is typically broader than those in the social sciences, bringing into perspective the possibility that the same piece of information might be used for different purposes by different users.

The talk begins with a quick review of the nature of the 2010 Census operations as a case study, the use of census statistics for decisions, and evaluative perspectives on a census.  It then compares evaluative conceptual frameworks common in the social sciences to those of government statistics.
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This lecture honors Donna J. Brogan, an outstanding former faculty member and chair in the Department of Biostatistics of the Rollins School of Public Health (RSPH) and is made possible in large part by the generous support of Donna, her colleagues and friends .

Robert M. Groves, Ph.D. 
President Barack Obama nominated Robert M. Groves for director of the U.S. Census Bureau on April 2, 2009, and the Senate confirmed him on July 13, 2009.  He began his tenure as director on July 15, 2009.

Groves had been a professor at the University of Michigan and director of its Survey Research Center, as well as research professor at the Joint Program in Survey Methodology at the University of Maryland.

He was the Census Bureau’s Associate Director for Statistical Design, Methodology and Standards from 1990 to 1992, on loan from the University of Michigan.

Groves has authored or co-authored seven books and scores of scientific articles. His 1989 book, Survey Errors and Survey Costs, was named one of the 50 most influential books in survey research by the American Association of Public Opinion Research. His book,

Nonresponse in Household Interview Surveys, with Mick Couper, written during his time at the Census Bureau, received the 2008 AAPOR Book Award.

He is an elected Fellow of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, the American Statistical Association, and the Midwest Association for Public Opinion Research.   He is an elected member of the International Statistical Institute and a National Associate of the National Research Council, US National Academy of Sciences. 

He is the recipient of the Innovator Award and the distinguished achievement award of the American Association for Public Opinion Research, the O’Neill Award of the New York Association for Public Opinion Research, the Helen Dinerman Award of the World Association for Public Opinion Research, and Julius Shiskin Memorial Award of the National Association of Business Economics and the American Statistical Association, in recognition of contributions in the development of economic statistics.  

Groves has a bachelor’s degree from Dartmouth College and master’s degrees in statistics and sociology from the University of Michigan. He also earned his doctorate at Michigan.







